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Hand-drawn ‘Weekly Information sheets’ (WIS) were created for an 
upper-level Sedimentology and Stratigraphy course. The pedagogical 
aims for the weekly sheets were multifold:

 • First, I wanted students to see the time and care put into the 
  sheet and be inspired to put more time and care into their work
 • Second, I wanted to create something that the students would 
  actually read – despite this being a 400-level course, I have 
  found that students are rarely diligent  about reading a 
  printed handout
 • Third, I wanted to create a vehicle for engaging the students in    
  the larger world, including moral and ethical dilemmas
 • Fourth, I wanted students to consider the nature of  
  communication in science
 • Fifth, I wanted to better facilitate the guided practice approach to
  completing a research project and communicating the results
 • Finally, I needed to (a) inspire myself, and (b) find a       
  pleasurable mechanism that allowed me to focus my thoughts on  
  the teaching and learning as I planned for the upcoming week –   
  something beyond simply reviewing my notes, activities, and 
  assignments at the last minute.

1. Introduction

2. Student Response
Faculty observation showed students (n = 11) were more likely to arrive 
early or on time on Mondays, when the WIS were handed out. Despite 
their assertions otherwise, a full 2-5 minutes was lost at the start of class 
as students read the WIS. Student responses to an end-of semester 
class evaluation showed:

Were the WIS useful?

Did the WIS help your learning?

Did you think the WIS were...

Did the WIS distract you at the start of class?

Did you use them to look forward?

Did you use them to look back?

Would a typewritten Word document be better?

Should the WIS be used in the future?

Yes (82%, n=9) Maybe (18%, n=2)

Yes (36%, n=4) Maybe (64%, n=7)

‘They didn’t help me learn but
they helped me organize and plan’

Useful     73% (n=8) 
Stupid     0% (n=0) 
Waste of Time     0% (n=0) 
Inspiring     55% (n=6) 
Other (36% n=4) ‘majestic, super-funny, fun, interesting’ 

 

 

Yes (9%, n=1) Sort of (36%, n=4) No (55%, n=6)

Always Sometimes Once or Twice Never 
45% (n=5) 45% (n=5) 10% (n=1) 0 

 

 

Always Sometimes Once or Twice Never 
55% (n=6) 27% (n=3) 18% (n=2) 0 

 

 

 ‘used them to plan’ ‘more accurate than the syllabus’ ‘I should have’

‘used them to make study guides’ ‘used them to organize notes’

Yes (100%, n=11)

Yes (18%, n=2) Maybe (27%, n=3) No (55%, n=6)

‘they kept me on task’

Creation of the WIS was inspired by Syllabus: Notes from an Accidental Professor, Lynda Barry, 2014, Drawn & Quarterly Comics & Graphic Novels

3. Student Learning & Communication
Student learning (grades) were not compared with previous course renditions because of 
significant course changes, and small enrollment.
 All students (individually and in groups):
  Participated in Fieldwork
  Worked on analysis and interpretation of one or more cores
  Completed core processing at the Limnological Research Center as a class trip
  Completed (with their group) Lab work (sieving, hydrometer analysis, smear slides)
  Registered for the University Student Research Colloquium before the deadline
  Wrote and submitted an abstract in a timely manner
  Prepared a conference poster that included maps, diagrams, images, and text
  Presented their poster at at the University Student Research Colloquium; some also
                    presented at a regional meeting
 In comparison to previous renditions of this course students:
  Were more organized and on-task
  Completed work in a more timely manner
  Asked more questions about their work
  Produced higher-quality posters, and were better able to explain their work to others


